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Missile programme only for India’s peace: DRDO 

chief  

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

BHUBANESWAR: Claiming that India’s missile programme purely aims at peace in the country, Defence 

Research Development and Organisation (DRDO) director general Avinash Chander on Saturday said 

Bhubaneswar has been the Gateway for all the Missile Launch campaigns.  

“I feel proud to say that Bhubaneswar has been the Gateway for all the Missile Launch campaigns for last many 

decades,” Chander, who is also the scientific adviser to defence minister, said while addressing the third 

convocation of IIT-Bhubaneswar here.  

Stating that many of the Launch Complex and other Range Stations are located in proximity to Bhubaneswar, 

Chander said they play a vital role in strengthening the national deterrence.  

Referring to the deterrent aspects of missiles, Chander said, “Our missile programme is for peace in the country. 

And the message of peace went to the entire world from Odisha where Kalinga war was fought.”  
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IIT team reuses waste paper to help schoolkids 

TNN | Oct 20, 2014, 05.44 AM IST 

NEW DELHI: The abysmal state of schools in the hinterland has inspired a unique project by IIT-Delhi students. A team of 

17 BTech students collect waste paper and cartons from resident welfare associations (RWA) and houses in south Delhi 

as well as companies in Gurgaon and Noida to get them recycled into notebooks for village schools near Delhi and in 

various parts of Uttar Pradesh. So far, they have distributed more than 800 recycled paper notebooks.  

 

The process is simple. They campaign with RWAs along with pasting posters in residential areas to urge people to drop 

their waste paper at the local community centre; the companies deposit waste paper at IIT. The students collect the 

paper and give it to a recycling company in Rajouri Garden which gives them recycled paper notebooks in exchange. 

"The firm doesn't take any money. We supply it about 1,000kg of waste paper, which would fetch Rs 12,000. It gives us 

about 700 notebooks after keeping a small margin," said Kushagra Srivastava, one of the students.  

 

The team is exploring another idea. "In many schools there are no desks. We are checking if desks can be made with 

waste cartons. A man in Mumbai had developed a prototype of a recycled carton desk. But it wasn't very strong, nor was 

it water-proof. At Indian Institute of Technology we are trying to overcome these deficiencies," added Kushagra. The 

desk prototype they are developing can double as a school bag and will cost only Rs 10. The team is charging Rs 5 for 

each recycled paper notebook now, making it a business as well as a recycling experiment.  

 

They are also working on a larger idea of making a school kit for students in rural areas—made with recycled paper and 

cartons that can be sold to them at Rs 20 to Rs 30 each. The team had visited a number of villages—relief camps of 

Muzaffarnagar riots in Kairana, Bairegi Kera and Padhara in UP, Bhatti mines and Sabhapur villages near Delhi border 

and many others—before they hit upon the plan of making recycled paper notebooks. "These schools are woefully short 

of basic things—there are no desks, school bags or notebooks. Our focus is on providing school gear at low cost while 

making the stuff environment-friendly too," Kushagra explained. IIT-Delhi principal has allowed the students to store 

waste paper in the basements of the 13 hostels. 
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IIT-M permitted to complete work on new hostel 

buildings 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-society/iitm-permitted-to-complete-work-on-new-hostel-

buildings/article6517179.ece 

Around 800 students of Indian Institute of Technology–Madras (IIT-M) will soon get regular hostel 

accommodation.  

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has permitted the institute to complete work on two new hostel buildings 

and a sewage treatment plant.  

NGT sources said the State Environment Impact Authority has granted clearance for construction of only three 

structures. The stay on other construction work remains.  

IIT-M had been embroiled in a legal battle following a petition by a group of environmental activists who said 

the new structures threatened the ecology of the forest land on which the campus stood.  

IIT-M said the government had declassified the land as non-forest area even before the first building was built 

there in the 1950s.  

Bhaskar Ramamurthy, director of the institute, said they would continue to seek permission to build the required 

facilities. In one of the new hostels, that has the capacity to accommodate 550 girl students, only three weeks’ 

work is left.  

As many as 300 girls currently occupy the PhD quarters, which will soon be allotted exclusively to married 

students.  

“Once the boys’ hostel is completed in three months, it will ease pressure on student accommodation. But we 

need an academic complex to house faculty and set up a food court for students. We also need to expand the 

chemistry block. We need two labs for research students and with the government deciding to increase intake of 

PhD students, this has become critical,” said Dr. Bhaskar.  

At IITs, the faculty is housed on the premises to allow them to continue research work without hindrance. At 

present, a number of faculty members at IIT-M stay off campus, said Dr. Bhaskar.  

IIT-M gets green nod to build hostels 

DC CORRESPONDENT | October 20, 2014, 03.10 am IST 

Chennai: The southern bench of the national green tribunal has permitted the country’s premier institution, Indian Institute of Techno logy, 

Madras, to go ahead with the construction of hostel for men and women on the campus.The bench, comprising judicial member, Justice M. 

Chockalingam, and R. Nagendran, which was hearing a petition against the felling of trees on the sprawling campus, modified its interim 

injunction order to this effect. 
  

Passing an interim order in March, the tribunal prevented IIT-M from construction work on the 

campus. Meanwhile, IIT-M sought permission from the authorities and NGT to construct hostels for men and women.In July, NGT 

directed the state environmental impact assessment authority (SEIAA) to complete the impact assessment and file a status report. The SEIAA 

filed the status report on the building. Following this, the bench permitted IIT-M to construct buildings for men and women hostels. 
  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-society/iitm-permitted-to-complete-work-on-new-hostel-buildings/article6517179.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-society/iitm-permitted-to-complete-work-on-new-hostel-buildings/article6517179.ece
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